Finding a wife for Isaac – a drama
Cast: 
Abraham
Aved – Abraham’s servant


Rebecca
Laban – Rebecca’s brother


Rebecca’s mother
Bethuel


Isaac

Scene 1

Abraham
(to Aved, his servant) I want you to go and find a wife for my son 
Isaac. You must go to the land where I was born and find a wife 
from among my relations. Do not bring back one of the daughters 
of the Canaanites but make sure she is from my people.

Aved

If the woman won’t come back here with me, should I take your 
son back again to the land from which you came?

Abraham 
No, don’t let my son go back to that land. God will send an angel 
before you. The angel will show you the way to a wife for my son 
in that land but if she will not come with you, then you are free 
from this task; only do not take my son back there.

Aved

I promise to do as you ask.

Abraham 
Take ten of my camels and this collection of finest gifts and be on 
your way to Nahor in Mesopotamia. 
Scene 2
Evening near Nahor
Aved

Look, I can see the town ahead but I think we should stop by this 
water-spring. See the daughters of the town are coming out to get 
their water. Dear God, I will ask one of the girls to give me a drink.  
If she offers me a drink and also gives water to my camels, may 
she be the one marked out by you for your servant Isaac.
Aved

Give me a little water from your vessel.
Rebecca

Take this drink, my lord and I will get water for your camels.
Aved 

Thank you. (He gives her a gold nose-ring and two gold bangles 
which she puts on.) Whose daughter are you? Is there room in 
your father's house for us?
Rebecca

I am Rebecca, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, who was 
the wife of Nahor. We have a great store of dry grass and cattle-
food, and there is room for you.
Aved

(Quietly) Thank you God for leading me to Nahor who is my 
master’s brother. 

Scene 3

Rebecca

Mother, mother, you won’t believe what has just happened. I 
helped a traveller get some water at the spring and he gave me 
these and asked if he might stay with us.

Laban

That is a fine nose-ring and beautiful bangles. I will go out to greet 
this man.



(to Aved) Come in, for I have made the house ready for you, and 
made a place for the camels.


Then Aved went into the house and was given water to wash his 
feet, and Laban took the camels to dry grass and food.  The meal 
is served, 
Aved 

I will not eat until I have made my business clear to you. I am 
Abraham's servant. God has given my master every blessing, and 
he has become great: he has given him flocks and herds and silver 
and gold, and men-servants and women-servants and camels and 
asses. When his wife Sarah was old, she gave birth to a son, to 
whom he has given all he has. Abraham asked me to find a wife for 
Isaac from his father's house and bring her back to Canaan. I came 
today to the water-spring, and I prayed to God for a sign. And 
even while I was saying this to myself, Rebecca came out with her 
vessel on her arm; and when I asked for a drink she immediately 
offered me a drink and got water for my camels. Then I asked 
about her family and I knew she was Abraham’s relation. So I put 
the ring on her nose and the ornaments on her hands. Please now, 
say if I can take Rebecca back to be Isaac’s wife. 

Bethuel 

This is God’s doing: it is not for us to say Yes or No to you. See, 
here is Rebecca: take her and go, and let her be your master's 
son's wife, as the Eternal has said.
At these words, Aved went down on his face and gave praise to God. 
Aved

Rebecca, please take these jewels of silver and gold and fair robes. 
Here also are gifts for your mother and brother. Tomorrow we 
must return to Abraham as I do not want to keep him waiting.
Mother

Let the girl be with us a week or ten days, and then she may go.
Aved 

I am sorry but I do not want to wait.

Laban

Let us ask Rebecca what she thinks. Are you ready to go with this 
man?
Rebecca

I am ready.
Bethuel

May you be the mother of thousands and ten thousands; and may 
your seed overcome all those who make war against them.
Scene 4 – Evening near Abraham’s lands

Isaac was wandering out into the fields when he saw camels coming. 
Rebecca 
Who is that man coming to us through the field?
Aved 

It is Isaac, your husband. (Rebecca covers her face with her veil.)
Then Aved told Isaac the story of all he had done. Isaac took Rebecca into his tent and she became his wife; and in his love for her, Isaac was comforted after his father's death.
Finding a wife for Isaac

Now Abraham was old and asked Aved, who managed all his property to get a wife for his son Isaac “not from the daughters of the Canaanites among whom we live; but go into my country and get a wife for him from among my relations.” Aved said, “If the woman won’t come back here with me, should I take your son back again to the land from which you came?” Abraham replied, “Don’t let my son go back to that land. God will send his angel before you and give you a wife for my son in that land but if she will not come with you, then you are free from this task; only do not take my son back there.” The servant promised to do this.

So Aved took ten of Abraham’s camels, and other gifts and went to Nahor in Mesopotamia. He stopped in the evening outside the town by the water-spring just at the time when the women came to get water. He prayed to God, “See, I am waiting here by the water-spring; and the daughters of the town are coming out to get water: I will ask one of the girls to give me a drink.  If she offers me a drink and also gives water to my camels, may she be the one marked out by you for your servant Isaac.”

Even before his words were ended, a very beautiful girl, a virgin, who had never been touched by a man went down to the spring to get water in her vessel. Aved came running to her and said, “Give me a little water from your vessel.” She said, “Take this drink, my lord and I will get water for your camels.”

Then Aved gave her a gold nose-ring and two gold bangles and said, “Whose daughter are you? Is there room in your father's house for us?” She answered him “I am Rebecca, the daughter of Bethuel, the son of Milcah, who was the wife of Nahor. We have a great store of dry grass and cattle-food, and there is room for you.” And with bent head Aved gave thanks to God because Nahor was Abraham's brother. 

The girl went running to her mother's house to tell her what had happened. When her brother, Laban, saw the nose-ring and the bangles on his sister's hands, he went out to the man who was waiting with the camels by the water-spring. Laban said to him, “Come in, for I have made the house ready for you, and a place for the camels.” Then Aved went into the house and was given water to wash his feet, and Laban took the camels to dry grass and food. 

When the meal was served, Aved said, “I will not eat until I have made my business clear to you. I am Abraham's servant. God has given my master every blessing, and he has become great: he has given him flocks and herds and silver and gold, and men-servants and women-servants and camels and asses. When his wife Sarah was old, she gave birth to a son, to whom he has given all he has. Abraham asked me to find a wife for Isaac from his father's house and bring her back to Canaan. I came today to the water-spring, and I prayed to God for a sign. And even while I was saying this to myself, Rebecca came out with her vessel on her arm; and when I asked for a drink she immediately offered me a drink and got water for my camels. Then I asked about her family and I knew she was Abraham’s relation. So I put the ring on her nose and the ornaments on her hands. Please now, say if I can take Rebecca back to be Isaac’s wife. 

Then Laban and Bethuel replied, “This is God’s doing: it is not for us to say Yes or No to you. See, here is Rebecca: take her and go, and let her be your master's son's wife, as the Eternal has said.”

At these words, Aved went down on his face and gave praise to God. Then he took jewels of silver and gold and fair robes and gave them to Rebecca: and he gave things of value to her mother and her brother. 

The next day Aved wanted to return immediately to Abraham with Rebecca but her brother and her mother said, “Let the girl be with us a week or ten days, and then she may go.” Aved did not want to wait so they sent for Rebecca and said to her, “Are you ready to go with this man?” And she said, “I am ready.” 

Rebecca and her servant went with Abraham's servant, Aved, with this blessing, “May you be the mother of thousands and ten thousands; and may your seed overcome all those who make war against them.”

Towards evening, Isaac was wandering out into the fields when he saw camels coming. And when Rebecca saw Isaac, she got down from her camel and said to Aved, “Who is that man coming to us through the field?” When Aved told her it was Isaac, she covered her face with her veil. 

Then Aved told Isaac the story of all he had done. Isaac took Rebecca into his tent and she became his wife; and in his love for her, Isaac was comforted after his father's death.

