Mezuzah 

	Where do you find a mezuzah?

On the doorposts of Jewish homes. The mezuzah is a constant reminder of God’s presence and God's mitzvot. It also shows that this is a Jewish home.
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Why do we have a mezuzah?

The mitzvah to place mezuzot on the doorposts of our houses comes from Deuteronomy. 6:4-9, the Shema (Hear, from the first word of the passage). In that passage, God commands us to keep His words constantly in our minds and in our hearts, by (among other things) writing them on the doorposts of our house. 
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	What’s written on the mezuzah?
The words of the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4.9; 11:13-21), including the verse, "And you shall inscribe them upon the door posts of your house and upon your gates”, are written on a tiny scroll of parchment. On the back of the scroll, a name of God is written. The scroll is then rolled up from left to right and placed in the case, so that the first letter of the Name (the letter Shin) is visible (or, more commonly, the letter Shin is written on the outside of the case). 
Which way does the mezuzah point? 

The upper part points into the house or room. The rabbis could not decide whether it should be placed horizontally or vertically, so they compromised! 

	Where do you put the mezuzah?

The Mezuzah is fixed on the right doorpost of the front door at shoulder height. Some people have a mezuzah at the entrance to every room (except a bathroom). You can remove a mezuzah when you move. 
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A story

Once upon a time, nearly 2000 years ago, King Artiban sent a priceless jewel to Rabbi Judah the Prince who wrote down the words of the Rabbis in the Mishna. He was also one of the wealthiest Jews. King Artiban wanted Judah to send something of equal value in return. The Rabbi's return gift to the king was a Mezuzah. The king's reply was: "I sent you something priceless and you sent me something that can be bought for a paltry sum!?" The Rabbi answered: "You sent me something that I must hire a guard to watch and I sent you something that will watch over you!" 

Talmud Yerushalmi, Peah 1:1
