Story of Jonah
The word of God came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, “Go to Nineveh the great city and let the people know that I can see their wickedness.”  Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah went down to Joppa and found a ship that was going to Tarshish thinking that he could hide from God. 


How was Jonah feeling at this time? Why?

The Eternal caused a great wind to blow across the sea until there was a storm on the sea so bad that the ship was about to be wrecked. The sailors were terrified and each one prayed to his own god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship into the sea to lighten it. Through the violent storm, Jonah was fast asleep below deck. The captain went down to him and said, “How can you sleep when there is such a storm? Get up, pray to your god to save us.” 


Do you think Jonah was really asleep or trying to hide yet again? Do you think Jonah prayed to God?

Then the sailors decided to cast lots to see whose fault it was that there was a storm. Of course, Jonah drew the short straw. Then they said to him, “Why is there such a storm? What have you done? What country do you come from and who are your people?” And Jonah said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I am afraid of the Eternal God of heaven who made the sea and the dry land. I came on your boat that I might hide from God and not do as I have been commanded” 

The sailors asked him, “What can we do to you to stop the storm getting even worse?” Then Jonah said, “Throw me into the sea and it will become calm for you, for I know that this great storm is because of me.” The men tried to steer the boat to land but they could not overcome the storm. They cried out, “God, do not let us die because of this man but do not blame us if we throw him overboard since the storm is of your making.” Then they picked up Jonah, threw him into the sea, and the storm died down. 


At this point what might Jonah be most afraid of? Do you think he was brave to own up and admit responsibility for the storm?

God sent a great fish to swallow Jonah, and he was in the stomach of the fish for three days and three nights. Then Jonah prayed to the Eternal from the belly of the fish saying how sorry he was….

Then God commanded the fish to vomit Jonah up onto the dry land.

Now the word of the Eternal came to Jonah for a second time, “Get up and go to Nineveh the great city and proclaim to them what I am going to tell you.” So Jonah went to Nineveh as God commanded. Nineveh was a very large city, a three days’ walk away. When Jonah got to the city he walked the streets crying out, “In forty days Nineveh will be overthrown.” 

Then the people of Nineveh believed God; they fasted and great and small alike put on sackcloth. When king of Nineveh heard about this, he too covered himself in sackcloth and sat in ashes. He issued a decree throughout Nineveh: “No people or animals shall taste anything. Do not let them eat or drink water. All must be covered with sackcloth; and let people cry aloud to God. Let all turn from their wicked ways and the injustice of which they are guilty. Perhaps then God will relent and withdraw the burning anger so that we will not perish.” 

God saw that they did how they turned from their wicked ways. Then God relented and did not carry out the planned punishment.

























