Sukkot Story

Ask if any of the children have ever slept outside. Perhaps they've been on an organized camp with other children, or on a camping holiday with their families. Ask them to think of single words that describe the feeling of sleeping 'outside', e.g. cold, scary, lonely, exciting.
Tell the story of the Israelites in the Desert (the Exodus). Having escaped slavery in Egypt and began their journey through the desert to their new homeland (Israel). Include the story of how God provides their food (Manna) and water. You will need to remind them that Moses was their leader.
Talk to them about how long ago they think 'the story' was. Ask them if they think it was last Tuesday, or a year ago or whenever. Find an interactive way (using the children) like lining them up as a timeline against the wall, and demonstrating the distance, using gaps between them.

Follow up the issues raised in the story. What must it have been like to journey through the desert? Explain that the desert can be very hot during the day, but very cold at night. There are often wild animals living there. Is it easy to understand why the people grumbled at first? Talk about how God provided food and water for them - how might they have felt when they saw how God was taking care of them?
Explain how every year Jews build temporary shelters outside, called a Sukkah, to celebrate the way in which God looked after their ancestors all those years ago. They call the festival Sukkot, the name for lots of Sukkahs. Refer to the one outside the synagogue. 
Next, ask them: what is the difference between a Sukkah and a regular house? Ask them what the Sukkah reminds them of (hopefully they'll say a tent). When do you sleep in a tent? - When you’re out in the wild or in the countryside. Did the Jews in the Torah ever have to sleep in the wild/in the desert/in a tent? (YES!) It was after they went out of Egypt.

Possibly, if they are calm enough try to embark on a 'meditation' type story telling, describing what it is like living in a Sukkah ('Look at the roof of your Sukkah. What can you see?'). If not, then just ask them straight rather than an eyes-closed-lying-on-the-floor type meditation.

When finished, tell them 'Its morning now, time to wake up'. Give them all 'something to eat' (imaginary). Then, link it smoothly into the activity of 'What would you take into a Sukkah?' 

