The Power of Words
(Adapted from You Be the Judge 2, Nachum Amsel, Torah Aura Productions, 2002)
Jewish Interpretations 

Is it improper merely to hear someone speak badly about another person? Must you do something to stop them from speaking negatively about others? 

a) In Judaism, Lashon ha-Ra (speaking badly about another person) is a sin, even if what is said is true. It is not only clearly forbidden in the Torah: “You shall not gossip among your people” (Leviticus 19:16), but is considered worse than idol worship. 

b) The power of speech makes people God-like. When we use it for good purposes, we are like the Creator of the Universe, as Pirke Avot 5:1 reminds us: “By ten sayings was the world created...” God created the world through the spoken word, and by using words we can create a meaningful life.  

c) What about the listener? The Torah tells us about Miriam speaking badly about Moses to her brother Aaron. Even though the words were said by Miriam and listened to by Aaron, the Torah implies that they both spoke the words, because one who hears evil words is also guilty and as punishable as the one who spoke the words. 

d) If no-one listens to evil words and idle gossip, then no-one would speak Lashon ha-Ra. 

