To Lie or Die?
(Adapted from You Be the Judge 3, Joel Lurie Grishaver, Torah Aura Productions, 2004)

Jonathan is in Brazil visiting his Aunt. He is 29 years old and will be getting married next year. He is a proud Jew and attends synagogue every week. He is walking through a small alleyway leading to the town, when suddenly a man puts a gun to his head and asks him “Do you believe in God?” He realises that his life is in danger and he knows that if he says “yes” he will be shot...
YOU BE THE JUDGE: What should Jonathan say? Should he be honest about his faith and die or should he lie and live?

To Lie or Die?

The Interpretations

The question is whether or not Jonathan should lie in order to stay alive.

a) The Jewish term for being a martyr is “Kiddush ha-Shem”. It basically means doing things that make God look good. One is allowed to sacrifice one’s life when it expands the public’s notion of God’s holiness. 
b) The Talmud says that for 610 of the 613 mitzvot, a Jew should ignore the commandment and the Torah rather than die. This is based on the verse “And you shall live by them and not die by them” (Leviticus 18:5).
c) There is however, one exception: the situation in which the entire society is filled with widespread anti-Semitism. In that case, a Jew may not ignore even the simplest act or minor commandment even at penalty of death, since this act betrays the entire Jewish people and destroys God’s name. 
d) There are, however, numerous cases of Jews being permitted to lie about Jewishness and faith during the Holocaust in order to save their own lives and the lives of others. 

The Answer?

The Torah would suggest that Jonathan should “choose life”, lie, and teach about Judaism and his faith in other ways at other times. 
